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assigned for the first day's assault. The incessant
shell-fire had torn up and destroyed the intricate
network of surface and subsoil drains of peace-
time, and the flat plain was converted into a sea
of mud. The British had indeed gained a foot-
hold on the higher ground, but all reinforcements
and supplies had to cross the morass.

For two more months there was a repetition of
the Somme fighting, but with the additional
difficulties of almost incessant rain and Flanders
mud. In the middle of August, and again on the
soth of September, and finally early in October,
Haig delivered attacks, each succeeding in gain-
ing ground, none completely successful. But in
one aspect the object of the battle was attained.
German reinforcements were poured unstintingly
into Flanders to resist the British effort, and had
suffered very heavy loss. The French had been
given time to reorganise, and by the end of
October were again contemplating the assumption
of the offensive. The morale of the Germans
had noticeably fallen, the wearing-out was pur-
suing its course ; but, on the other hand, at this
advanced time of the year there was no longer
any hope of driving the Germans out of Flanders
before winter.

Meantime in other theatres things were going
badly for the Allies. In the Eastern theatre the
Russians had collapsed, and in Italy an attack by
the Austrians, with a stiffening of a few German
units, had driven the Italians back in utter
defeat. Consternation spread over Paris and